Hyde Park plant
to be sold, closed

By Sarah Snyder
Globe Staff

A Hyde Park plant that has been
used for manufacturing since the turn
of the century will be sold in January,
and 125 machinists laid off, in what
one angry city official calls a good ex-
ample of why Boston is losing blue-col-
lar jobs.

The plant manufactures large fans
for generating plants. It was bought
last January by Scotland-based How-
den Sirocco. The company said yester-
day it is selling the plant in order to
move all its North American manufac-
turing to Toronto.

Marilyn Swartz Lloyd, director of
the city's Economic Development and
Industrial Corporation, said the figures
behind the plant closing show that lu-
crative Boston real estate prices are
driving away blue-collar jobs. -

Howden, she said, bought the Hyde
Park plant and at least two other
plants elsewhere for a total of $16 mil-
lion last January, and now has the
Hyde Park plant up for sale for roughly
$20 million, based on its real estate val-
ue.

An officer of Howden Sirocco would
not give any figures regarding sale of
the plant.

Swartz Lloyd called the sale an ex-
ample of a multinational company
coming in to “buy Boston businesses
for the real estate, while spitting out
Boston workers in order to make a kill-
ing. That’s what'’s going on here.”

If the city had zoning for light manu-
facturing she said, businesses in those
areas would be protected from such a
sale. Under a light manufacturing zone
now before the Boston Redevelopment
Authority, any manufacturing busi-
ness in the zone that was sold would
have to continue to be used for manu-
facturing.

James Dixon, vice president of fi-
nance for Howden Sirocco, said the
company wants to move its manufac-
turing to Toronto because, “We have
two North American facilities, both
very much underutilized, and the To-
ronto facility is much more capitalized
than this facility. It will be much easier
to move what we have here there than
the other way around, because of the
equipment involved.”

While manufacturing will be discon-
tinued in Hyde Park, the company's en-
gineering, marketing and administra-
tive functions will be kept in Boston,
Dixon said.

Dixon said the company will do ev-
erything possible to help the laid-off
workers find other jobs. He said layoffs
will begin next January and the plant
will close by April. *

Anthony Mastandrea, directing
business representative for Machinists
Union Local 1790, District 38, who re-
presents the machinists at the plant,
said, “I'm very upset and naturally I
just feel we're losing more jobs in the
state, and in this case, they're moving
right out of the country.” He said it is
unlikely his members, who average
about $11 an hour at the plant, will be
able to find comparable jobs.

“There is very little in manufactur-
ing positions available. Burger King
has a lot of jobs open,” he said.

The plant, owned by Westinghouse
for more than 20 years, was bought five
years ago by American Davidson. How-
den bought the plant in January when
its parent company, The Howden
Group, a Scotland-based industrial
manufacturer, bought the Davidson
Group, which included several manu-
facturing plants, one in Hyde Park and
others abroad.
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