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T h e y ' r e W A t I S — a n d t h e |>uri fy in}r a g e n t u s e d in t h e i r 

g a s m a s k s i s m a d e w i t h t h e a i d o t S l u r t e v a n t e q u i p 

m e n t . 

Abmei T « i n s u r e s a f e t y — 
the r a y o n f a h r i e f o r p a r a 
chutes m u s t be p e r f e c t . 
S t u r t e v a n t a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g 
equ ipment , u s e d i n r a y o n 
s p i n n i n g a n d w e a \ i n g 
p lants , he lps to a s s u r e t h i s 
p e r f e c t i o n . 
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In M^ht Battle 
Toldhy Oiiicer^ 
Solomons Fight of theBoise 

Described at D i n n e r of 
Pennsylvania S o c i e t y 

The Solomon Islands naval en-
' gagement in which the cruiser Boise 

was credited with sinking, or helping 
sink, six Japanese warships on the 
night of Oct. 11-12 lit up the skies 
"like a Fourth of July celebration,' 
Commander Burnett K . Culver, ex
ecutive ofUcer of the cruiser, said 
last night at the forty-fourth annual 
dinner of the Pennsylvania Society 
in the Waldorf-Astoria. 

"We were almost within apple-
throwing distance of the Japanese 
fleet when it was located about ni4 
teen minutes before midnight,' 
Commander Culver said. "It was all 
over twenty-seven minutes later," 

In those twenty-seven minutes the 
Boise's gunfire contributed to the 
sinking of two heavy cruisers, one 
light cruiser and three destroyers, 

, ulihough she was dodging torpedoes 
and was afire in one ammunition 
magazine. The action took place ofE 

'Cape Esperance. 
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TO THE EMPLOYEES OF B. F. STURTEVANT CO 

YOU WILL BE PLEASED TO KNOW THAT YOUR BLOWERS HELPED THE "BOISE" WIN HER SPECTACULAR 
VICTORY AT CAPE EXPERAHCE. A BECEm COmfiT mPQRI SPEkKS OF THE PEPJX)RMA!JCE OF OHE 
OF YOUR BLOWERS (SERIAL 265715) AS FOLLOWS: - A PIECE OF SHELL FRAGMEMT WENT 
THROUGH THE INTAKE SCREEN OF NO 1 BLOITER AND THEN INTO THE VANES. WHILE THIS mULQ 
OmWARlLt CAUSE UttBkLkmE, THIS BLOWER COUTDtVEO TO OPERATE SATISFACTORILY AND 
IIAINTAIN REQUIRED PRESSURE DURIHG THE ENTIRE VOihGE HOME. THE ET.CELLEUCE OF THIS 
PERFORMANCE IS PARTICUURLY NOTEWORTHY BECAUSE THE "BOISE" MADE THE RETUM TRIP OF 
HEm.'l 10,000 UILES.FROK GUAMLCkUL DESPITZ SEVERE DAMAGE SUSTAINED FROM i i ENEMY 
"STRADDLES" AND AN 8 INCH SHELL miCU PIERCED HER HULL BEW/I THE WATER LINE. TO YOU 
WHO PROVIDED THESE FINE BLOWMS, THE BUREAU OF SHIPS EXTENDS IHAMS AND COHf.lENDATION. 
LET US HAVE MORE OF THEM 

E. L. COCHRANE REAR AWIRAL USN CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SHIPS 



Helena 
She was fleet and lean, 10,000 tons, 

with a 100,000-h.p. heart and fifteen 6 - in . 
guns for her voice. Only her boxy stem, 
where she could carry eight planes, and 
the squat derrick cocked on her fantail, ' 
marred her clean lines. She was water-
borne i n the murky tide off Brooklyn in 
August 1938, while Japanese "fishermen" 
could still map soundings off U.S. coasts. 

Six Minutes, Two Ships. At 14 minutes 
before midnight, her batteries spoke. Her 
UiTget was a N i p destroyer. Just 98 sec
onds later i t was ablaze. As the enemy 
ship exploded and sank, the Helena swung 
her guns on a cruiser. 

Four and a half minutes later the blazing 
cruiser sank. The Helena turned on another 
cruiser slugging i t out with a U.S. cruiser 
near by. The enemy went down. 

A Jap destroyer slipped i n close, let go 
a torpedo. The Helena dodged, wheeled, 
finished off the attacker, which was al
ready under fire from another U.S. ship. 
The enemy fleet turned and fled. 

TTie Helena's score i n her first battle: 
four targets, four ships sunk, with two 
assists by other U.S. craft. On the Helena: 
no hits, no casualties. 

WHAT A 
S H I P ! 

WHAT A 
F A N ! 

The ship—the U. S. S. Helena, the "one ship avenger" of 
Pearl Harbor, shown as she "posed" for her portrait at 
a South Pacific base between battles. She gave the Japs 
a pasting they will never forget—and then, finally and 
gloriously, she went down in Kula Gulf—the victim of a 
Jap torpedo. 

The fan—it's the famous Sturtevant Victory Axiflo! The 
first fan of this type, built by hand In the Sturtevant 
shops, went aboard the U. S. S. Helena for a trial run at 
sea—and now lies with the Helena—40 fathoms down 
in Kula Gulf. 

So successful was this original Sturtevant Axiflo fan that 
the U. S. Navy is now using thousands of them for forced 
draft and ventilation on warships of every type. 


